THE   SQUIRE   AND   HIS   RELATIONS
amenities of life Not a few of them, however, had their full share of the robust and defiant individualism so characteristic of the time, such a one for instance as Lady Hester Stanhope, whose career surpasses, in daring originality, that of the most famous lady explorers of our own day, travelling, as she did, under the escort of only a cowardly doctor and a terrified maid, into the wildest spots and among the most ferocious sheikhs of the untamed Near East
One is struck by the independence of upper-class women at this time The confidences of Byron to Lady Melbourne shed a strangely modern light on the private lives of his numerous fair, and aristocratic, adorers His position as host was decidedly embarrassing when Lady Frances Webster openly announced at the dinner table that she would not share a room with her husband when at Newstead, he also found the husband's confidences rather embarrassing to the effect that Frances declined to bear him more children Mary Chaworth, who married the sporting Mr Musters to whom we have already referred, left him on account of his addiction to vulgar mistresses And which of our bnght young things can surpass Lady Caroline Ponsonby, who married the future Lord Melbourne, who used to disguise herself as a page in order to obtain admittance to Byron's rooms, who forged his hand in order to get his portrait from Murray's, and who, finally, entertained her friends by burning her too unresponsive lover in miniature, to the accompaniment of Sabbatical incantations ^
But the typical kdy of the squire ckss, in the twenties, appears to have lived a life not very different feom tfoat described by Jane Austen, except that as the eighteenth century receded into the past, the quality Mm Austen so much prized, that of urbane reasonableness or " sense"/, was more and more being displaced by the new, romantic " sensibility "n
Even la die country, social intercourse was crowded
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